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C/%NTI@E de Jean Racine, Op.11

Edited & translated by James Laughlin
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Concerning the text, the translator has attempted to be as literal as possible within the con-
fines of the musical setting. The opening phrase is of special interest: Verbe egal au Tres-Haut li-
terally means “Word equal to the Most High” which, in its liturgical sense, means “Christ” (is
equal to God). This does not make much musical sense, hence: “Thy one Word is the Christ.”
Another example 1s the word enfer (page 9)—literally “"Hell’—which also means misery or grea
pain and these have been chosen as more appropriate to the text and the music. JL
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